EMPIRE PRIME MINISTERS MEET

A SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE OF EMPIRE

PRIME MINISTERS AT 10, DOWNING STREET

MAY i, 1944

April 22.    Allied air attacks across the Channel reached a new pitch of

intensity after a week in which 17,000 tons of bombs were

dropped.
April 23.    British troops in Burma made a firm stand at Kohima and

Imphal to check the Japanese invasion of India.
April 24.    The Kohima garrison was relieved.

Allied forces landed at three new points in N.E. New

Guinea.
April 25.    Chaos spread through French railway system and air-jields

following seven days of non-stop air attack.
April 28.    The German Navy was reported to have taken up action stations

to meet invasion threat.

Russian troops crossed the River Pruth at a new point

below Jassy.
April 30,    Marshal Stalin declared that Germany could be completely

crushed only by a combined blow from Russia, Britain and

America.
May i.       First war-time Conference of Empire Prime Ministers opened

in London.

[May i, 1944.

I DESIRE to extend to the representatives from overseas a most
hearty and cordial welcome to these shores. This meeting is
undoubtedly one of the most important events that have taken place
since the outbreak of the war. Here in the most deadly climax of
the conflict of the nations, at a time when, although we need no longer
fear defeat, we are making the most intense efforts to compel an early
victory, there are gathered together representatives of all the self-
governing Dominions, together with their advisers, military and civil,
to take stock of our afiairs. I do not expect that we shall reach com-
plete solutions of all the problems that confront the British Empire
and vex mankind. We can hardly expect to do so in the heat of war.
But it is high time that we got round a table to exchange views and
ideas. These ideas are, I think, convergent. But it should be our
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